Trends

Conditions with the most meaningful increases in the number of notifications compared with previous years
• Salmonella infections: 2564 cases, the highest annual count to date. 1 This increase is mainly due to a large point-source outbreak affecting 319 people who ate Vietnamese-style pork or chicken rolls from a bakery.
• Infectious syphilis, primarily affecting homosexual men residing in metropolitan Sydney.
• Mumps: 323 cases, a steady increase from 28 cases in 2001. This increase occurred mainly in the second half of the year in young adults in South East Sydney Illawarra (Randwick region) AHS.
• 
Top five notifiable diseases
Rates for the most commonly reported notifiable diseases for each age group and geographical area of residence at the time of notification are presented in Fig. 1 and Table 1 . These lists indicate the relative importance of notifiable diseases only and should not be used to indicate the spread of all infectious diseases in NSW. It should also be noted that these rates are heavily influenced by testing practices and, in many instances, do not necessarily indicate the true or relative incidence in the community. Finally, these lists do not include the institutional gastrointestinal outbreaks as comprehensive demographic data are not collected for such outbreaks.
Geographical distribution of notifiable diseases
• Chlamydia trachomatis infection was the most commonly reported infection across NSW with highest rates observed in regional areas followed by rural and metropolitan areas.
• Rates of hepatitis C infection were comparable across rural, regional and metropolitan areas. Most of these cases will represent chronic infection rather than acute hepatitis C acquisition and as such may not accurately reflect the recent spread of the hepatitis C epidemic.
• Arboviral infections are more commonly reported in people residing in rural and regional areas than in metropolitan areas, relating to the distribution of infected mosquitoes. • Higher rates of disease are reported for Justice Health compared with the rest of NSW, likely related to higher testing rates for bloodborne viruses and sexually transmitted infections on entry into correctional facilities. Within this population, hepatitis C was the most commonly reported infection, attributable to high rates of injecting drug use.
Age distribution of notifiable diseases
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A d v e r s e e v e n t a f t e r i m m u n i s a t i o n
• Chlamydia trachomatis infections account for the most notifications in adults with rates peaking at 818 per 100 000 in people aged between 16 and 24 years.
• Influenza is the most commonly reported notifiable disease in adults aged 65 years and older though this rate is markedly lower than that observed in children aged less than five years of age. Children and older adults are more likely to undergo testing for influenza.
Outbreaks and threats
Several notable disease outbreaks and threats were reported in 2007 in NSW. These included:
Conclusions
Controlling the spread of sexually transmitted infections, in particular, remains a priority for NSW. This is evident in the re-emergence of infectious syphilis in the gay community and the high rates of Chlamydia trachomatis infections in young adults. While transmission of some vaccine preventable diseases has been limited in NSW, the challenge still remains to increase vaccination rates among adolescents and young adults to reduce their susceptibility to diseases such as mumps, measles and pertussis.
The increase in Salmonella infections serves as a timely reminder to all to ensure thorough cooking and safe handling of high-risk foods such as raw chicken and other meats, and undercooked, cracked or soiled eggs, while the Legionnaire disease outbreak highlights the importance of cooling tower maintenance.
